
Chair's Report

Over recent years the Association has clearly warned
of the danger of violence from fascist groups in
Britain. This prediction has been shown to be
accurate, given the upsurge in assaults, arson and
criminal damage perpetrated by fascists locally and
nationally. It is distressing to have to report these

,vorrying developments but ignoring them would
:e foolhardy.

Against the backdrop of Derek Beackon's short-term,
limited electoral success in some parts of East [,ondon,
the BNP and their fellow thinkers in C18 / Blood and

Honour have been active in the North East. In particular,
individuals have been attacked in Durham as well as

Tyne and Wear. In some cases

these attacks have been part of
organised terror campaigns; in
other instances attacks have been
opportunistic.

Setbacks
The fascists have, however,
s$ered a number of major set-
b/cks. Since the start of 1994 there
have been a number ofcourt cases

resulting in convictions and
sometimes jail sentences. Former
organiser of Sunderland BNP,
Gary Mitchell and his side-kick
Craig Bond were both jailed for
crimes of racial and political
violence atDurham Crown Court.
AtNewcastle Crown Court, David
George Rumney of South Shields
was imprisoned for a year after
being found guilty of assault and possession of racially
inflammatory material. Rumney denied any
involvement with the BNP even though there were
BNP members present in the public gallery and he was
photographed leaving the court in the company of
Kevin Scott. Clearly this came as a severe blow to

Derek Beackon.
Britain's first nazi councillor

Scott's desire to present a respectable image to the
public.

It is thought that had not Rumney been a guest of Her
Majesty atAcklington (in the company of anumberof
other fascists including Craig Bond and Simon Biggs,
a London based BNP activist jailed for a vicious
assault) he would have stood as a candidate in the May
elections in South Ty-neside.

Elections
The local elections in May 1994 saw the BNP field only
one candidate - North East Regional OrganiserKevin
Scott. In the past Scott has acted as agent while others

stood as candidates. This indicates that the
BNP in Tyne and Wear were unable to find
anyone who was both willing and capable of
standing. Whispers from within the BNP
locally suggest that Scott was unhappy about
having to stand. There then followed a very
low key campaign in the Silksworth ward of
Sunderland with Scott finding it difficult to
motivate the troops. Scott polled 171 votes
which "delighted" him, according to the local
press. This did not stop someone writing a

letterof complaintto Sunderland Ciry Council
making unfounded allegations about TWAFA.

The level of BNPactivity has decreased in
recent months in terms of paper sales and
public activity across Tyne and Wear.
Nevertheless, a new BNP'unit'has appeared
in Newcastle whose nucleus comprises ex-
National Fronters. Systematic campaigns of
anti-semitic graffiting and the regular

distributi on of holocaust deni al material has continued.

In conclusion, one can predict that the level of
violence will continue over the next year and that
the role of the Association will be as vital as ever in
confronting racism and fascism.
















