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In the firsi issue of Fighting Talk, Anti-Foscist Aclion soid
it was going to set the ogendo, and not just respond 1o
the far right's initiofives, Since then, AFA has done just
thot, and has recorded an impressive number of sue
cesses, parliculorly in East London.

In September, our Unity Carnivol in Hockney af-
rocted 10,000 people to o day of music and protest. A
month later, in October, some 300 attended our picket
of the fascist paper sale ot Brick Lane in Bethnal Green,
too many for the oppasition ia handle despite @ national
mobilisofion. And in November, our notional march
agoinst rocist oftacks brought 3,500 mililant antifascisis
en fo the streets of Tower Hamlets, forcing the fascists -
who claim the Eost End as “their” palch — o moke
themselves scarce.

In 1992, AFA will be building on this firm basis to
extend and deepen the antifoscist siruggle.

Three new organisations have oppsored on the
scene in the last period. The Campoign Against Fascism
in Europe has besen formed in response to the growing
foscist menace ocross the waler, while the Anii-Racis!
Allionce, formed late lost yeor, ond the Anti-Nazi League,
redaunched early in 1992, are focussed on domestic
developmants.

AFA has olways welcomed any new forces into the
onfifoscis arene, ond fo the axtent that ARA and ANL
are prepored to pose o real challenge 1o the fascisls, wa
are keen fo see the greatest possible unity in action
betweer: the vorious compaigns. How easy this will be
in practice remoins fo be sean.

One thing is cerain, AFA will do nothing to impede
unifed and effective actions. If there is sectarianism, it
will not come from us. We hove yeors of experience in
the struggle against fascism, and we have scored a
numbsr of nolable viclories in this time, but we have
never prelended to be the only forcs in the balile.

As far as we are concerned, it fs impossible fo fight
fascism ideclegically without also fighting it physically.
The foscist gangs wha afiack blacks, goys, women,
socialists, irode unionists ond even democrats and liber-
cls are no ordinary opponents. Fighting the BNP and
the INF is nol the some as fighting against the Tories.
Different tactics, different methods are nesdsd.

Obviously, this means if is absolulely necassary thai
every aniifoscist leofleting session, every anli-foscist mest-
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ing, every onlifascisi demonsiration be able 1o defend
itself against the very real threai of fascist attack.

But there is more 1o il than thal. Fascism is a knife
at the throal of the working class, cnd foscist orgonise-
tions ean be given no room for manceuvre whotsoever:
they must hove ne platform for their poisonous idecs.

Most organisations on the left pay fipservice 1o “no
platferm for the foscists”, but in practice leok the other
way when the fascists show Iheir foces. Far AFA, “ne
plotform” means exaclly whai is says: no rallies, ne
marches, no meelings, no poper sales, no leoflets, no
stickers, no shops selling their bodges, records and
pamphlets. We say that “no plofform” must be changed
from o rhelorical slogan into o practical policy.

Against the backgreund of majer successes for fos-
cist ond forright porties ocross Europe, only a fool
would deny that the poteatial exists in Britain for similar
developments. With the general eleclion around the
corner, the Mational Front and the British National Porty
ore bracing themselves for o major compaign aimed at
securing o brekthrough info the big time.

They are still small now, but there can be no guar-
anlee that they will remain thot way if they are left 1o
organise unmolested. They see the election os an oppor
lunity. Antifascists should see il in the some terms: an

‘oppartunily lo throw them infa disarray, on opportunity

to crush them whenever they surface.

The ANL and ARA have atiracied o lot of medio
attention ond have won suppor from o very wide spac-
trum of people, from pop siors and vicars to polificians
and hode wunion leaders. |n itself, this is a posilive
development. Bul the key fo success in the fight against
foscism remoins the difficult task of mobilising ordinary
working class people on the sireet. Without thal, even
the most successful pop concert egains! racism or the
longest petition ogainst racist eiocks can achieve noth-
ing.

The fascist election campoign will prove a testing
ground for those who say they are oppased 1o fascism
and rocism. i unity in oclion means anything, il must
mean uniting fo stop thal compaign ever gefting off the
around.

AFA hos issued on open invilalion to any oni-
fascist or anfi-rocist organissiion o co-operale with us
on the basis of “no platform”. We meon it. Do they?
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As the fascists increase their activity around Britgin
Anti-Fascist Action has risen to the challenge.
From the East End of London

On Movember 10, Remembrance
Doy, Anti-Fascist Action organised o
national march against rocist aficcks
in Bethnal Grean, in the haan of
lendon's East End. Thousands urned
out la make it one of the biggsst
anfi-fascist demas in the areg since
the 1930s.

The march started appropriately
from Gardners Corner, where the
ontifaseists assembled in 1936 for
what came fo be known as “The
Baitle of Cable Sirest”. Vetzrans of
Coble Straat, who have heen
regular supporers at AFA events
ovar the years, joined us on ihs
day.

Il was o massive show of
defiance and anger in solidarity
with the many local victims of raca
allacks. And as ithe hugely confi-
dent, belligarant crowd wound its
woy dawn the Bathnal Green Rood
it was clear that the BNP and the
local racists hod decided 1o sty
away in the interests of their haatth.
A wise move. Any counterdeman-
stration they might have thought of
slaging would have been dwarfed,
not lo say physicolly smashed, by
the vast crowd of anti-fascists.

The choice of lacation was no!
accidental. Tower Hamlels has the
worsi record for racist attacks in ths
cauntry, and the British National
Pary have made it @ national

I

to Glasgow city cenire we
are sending the fascists a
message they will do well to

listan to.

recent successes

priority. They will be slanding
feading Naozi Richard Edmands as o
candidate in the general elsction,
and have had some succass in local
slactions,

Bethnal Green hos bean called
the “spiritual home" of the far right
sincs Mosley's blackshirts buili o
bass thars in the 1930s. The areg
around Brick lanz was also the

Nazis driven out of Glasgow

In Glasgow on Saturday No-
vember 30 o group of Ssig-
Heiling Nazi thugs kicdked and
beat up @ woman in the city
cenfre afier she had protested
at their actions. The nexf day
Argyle Siveet erupied in @ “Race
Clash”. At Isast this is what the
Papers would have us believe,
The truth is somewhat differ-
ent.

The Nazi British National
Party tried to hold a national
rally in Glasgow on that Sun-
day. Anti-Fascist Action and oth-
ell;;sl'npped them rallying in our
city.

The BNP leadarship were
fm}ed Up in their “secret” meet-
ing place, the Gallery Bar on
Argyle Street. For several hours
the BNP and their “Fubirer
Aohn Tyndall cowered behind
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the pub deors and thair palice
guardians, in fear of the 200
sirong group of anti-fuscisis
who had surreunded the pub.

Whils Tyndall and the other
racist rais inside the pub es-
capad through the sewers un-
der Caniral Stafion, many of his
other brain-dead foliowers
were being physically con-
fronted on the streets,

We made it clear that we
will resist any scumbags who
peddle the lies that Hitler's gas
chambears were o hoax, that
black people are to blame for
unemployment and crime, that
fascism has anything to offer
working class people and who
attack people who have o dif-
farent skin colour. They must
be stopped and kicked out of
our ¢ihyl

'e report on some of our

scene of violent confroniations
batween the Natfionat Front and the
Anti-Nazi league in the late '70s.

We in AFA have never oc-
cepied the stronge lagic thal
working class areas like the East
End are the naiural hunling graund
of fascists. Working class esiates are
our ierritory, and the East End in
particuler has o long record of lef
wing aclivily streiching back 1o the
start of the century. Part of AFA's
appreach has been fo recloim this
tradiiion of working class mifitancy.

The march was o filling end to
a year's work in East London in
which AFA has used a variaty of
taclics against the fascists and has
scored o string of successes. The
fuscists have bean forcad out of their
favourile walering hotes in Bethnel
Green Road, as landlords reluctantly
got the message that serving foscists
was bad for business, io say the
lzast. The fascisis have also seen
their regulor paper sale in Brick
Llane under threot, and had to look
on impotently as AFA and Cable
Sireat Baat rallied 10,000 to their
"Unity Camival Against Racist
Attacks” in nearby Hackney.

The only negotive aspect of the
day waos provided, perhaps predict-
ably, by some seclions of the left.
The Socialisl Workers Party, which
hadn't decided 1o relaunch the ANL

Continued over




at that stage and whose members
therefore were siill parroling the line
that “the Nazis are nol o threal”,
went on locol radio posing os the
orgonisers of the march, They hadn't
even sponsored the evenl, despite
repealed opproaches from AFA.
Not canteni with thal, they
demanded speaking righis at the
start of the march, and when thot
was denied, their chief sleward set
lo heckling o specker from Red
Action, shouling “let's hear whot shit

ANTI-FASCIST ACTION LEADS THE WAY THROUGH BETHNAL GREEN

she's going fo come out with”, until
remaved by the stewards.

The Class Wor conlingent
trealed us lo @ neor hyslerical
response to a nanexistent “fascist
threal” which furned out to be o
lone pensioner shouting from the
sixth floor of a lower block, They
brought the mareh to a halt, ond
provided the police with o perfect
opporiunity 1o make orrests ond
disrupt the march. Only the timely
intervention of the AFA stewards,

Anti-Fascist Action [AFA) has
alwoys ctiempted o keep obreast of
the fascisl groups octivilies abroad
os well as involving ourselves in
opposition o the homeg'rown groups
in Britain. To foster relations with our
European onfifoscist comrodes AFA
recently designated one of our
aclivists fo maintoin contoct and
diologue with such groups outside of
this country.

In this spirit of salidarity Anti-
Foscist Actian was pleased to
support the recent aclions o oppose
the visit 1o this couniry by Jean
Marie Le Pen the leader of the
French foscist party, Front Naotiona,
in early December 1991.

le Pen is widely predicled la be
chief opposilion condidale in the
farthcoming French presidentiol
elections and already commands
widespread support throughout
Fronce, Support that has enabled his
party to set lhe agenda for the rocist

who got between the Class War
conlingen! and the police, but facing
the Territorial Support group,
prevented this from happening.

Likewise the Revolutionary
Communist Party {RCP], which insisis
thet fighting fascists is “obsurd” and
which proceeded lo tell peaple on
the march that they were, in foct,
wasting their ime, used the demon-
shalion as an opportunity 1o sell
their glossy Living Morxism [or wos
thet Living Comfortably?) while they
wenl about collecting money for
whot they coyly referred 1o os "the
demonstration.” Which demaonstro-
tion? Surprisingly enough, not the
demaonsliration they were on but ong
they themselves were organising two
weeks loter in central London.

The RCP rounded off their
exemplary non-seclarion petfarm-
ance by oftacking some demonstra-
tors of the closing relly in lichy Park.
Thanks comrades, look forward to
working with yau again in the
fuiure.

Despile these distractions, the
march was o remendous achieve
ment for AFA ond for ontifascism
and onli-racism in general. There
were in lofal just five orrests: three
marchers and two from the oppesi-
tion; or, in the immortal words of
Chief Constoble Crooks: "ihree of

yours ond two of ours”}

acts of the French government,
which oppears 1o be folling over
itself lo appease his supperiers. This
policy hos resulted in Lle Pen
seeming lo be o reosonable force
within conventional politics and
being portrayed as o person of, at
warst, samewhal eccenfric rocis!
policies.

The aclion against the visit was
inilicled by the hastily formed Ad
Hoc Commiliee 1o Stop le Pen, with
the intention of disploying the
hoslility of anki-racists and anti-
fuscists 1o the visit, A week of
pickets and protesis centring around
the Sherolon Park Tower holel, used
as a bose during the visit by le Pen,
culminoted in o 1,500 sirong
demonstration oulside the Charing
Cross Hotel where he was due 1o
hold o meeting with influential
members of the for right.

The moad of the demonstalors
wos militantly confrontotional ond

FIGHTING TAIK




On Saturday 15th Feburary
the fascist British National
Party [BNP)} intended to hold
a launch rally for their elec-
tion campaign in Rochdale
where Ken Henderson hopes
to be their parliamentary
candidate.

The Anti Nazi League
(ANL) and Anti-Fascist Action
(AFA), along with other local
anti-racist and labour move-
ment organisations, built for a
counter-demonstration to stop
the BNP scum spreading their
nauseating race hate message
in the area. Six hundred
people came on to the streets
to get the message across
that Ken Henderson and his
fellow brainless thugs were
not welcome in the commu-
nity.

After a mass leafleting
people dispersed to accupy
the pubs in which the fascists
might have fried to hold a
rally. Seven fascists unwit-

displayed o determination to impede
the progress of the mesting. Unfortu-
notely, Le Pen arrived before the
majority of the antifascists and was
able to get inside losing nothing but
his dignity. The demonsiration
continued for some three hours,
blockading The Strand and Trafalgar
Square, forcing the French fascist to
scutile out of o back entrance and
refurn to his hotel in the full knowl-
edge that his obscene polilics are
vehemently opposed.

This principle of “No Plafform
For Fascism” must be strenuously
invoked at any oceasion af which
fascism raises its head. I is of no
value, ond is politically incorredt, fo
cali for or rely on stale bans when
the state is operating to an agenda

| that octively supports many of the

| ideals of fascism.

: .Tht_a growih of the extreme right
l}nl_cln, across Europe, in the

;tgfi States ond in other countries
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be warned!

tingly turned up at one of
them. However, once they
saw o fair sized crowd of
anti-fascists already settled in
they swifily legged it off
down the street.

Shortly after this incident
a warried looking ANL stew-
ard, who no one could re-
member electing, told the
assembled anti-fascists that
physical confrontation with
the fascists was to be aveided
at all costs unless in self-
defence. The fascists were not
fo be “provoked”,

AFA supporters countered
this by arguing that with such
a large number of our forces
present it was an excellent
opportunity to teach the BNP
goons a lesson that would
make them think twice about
trying to intimidate and
aftack lecal people.

These same self-appointed
stewards argued at a meeting
later on in the day that it

The Campaign Agoinst Fascist Europe
{CAFE) have produced @ booklet expos-
ing the fascist noture of le Pen’s Front
National. Entifled Front Nationa! - A Nazi
Front it is available from:

Campaign Against Fascism in Europe
PO Box 273, london E7
Tel: 071 - 277 0817

requires us to build links with militant
anfifoscists worldwide lo prevent the
rise of groups like the Front Na-
tional, The foscisls maintain world-
wide conlacts o promole their
ambitions. Qur ambitions cennot be
less.

We appeudl to oll anti-foscist
groups and individuals to contact
Anti-Fascist Action so that we can
work logether, in the knowledge that
fascism can anly be defeated by
drowning it in a seo of working
class ideclogical and physicol
aclivity.

would be pointless te go to a
place where we knew the
fascists would definitely be on
the grounds that “to physi-
cally cenfront the fascists
would be a diversion” from
the “victory” of turning out
600 people on the streets
leafleting against the BNP.
Apparently this had effec-
tively turned Rochdale inte “a
fascist free zane”.

AFA members argued that
while mobilising 600 people
against the BNP was a good
thing it would not be enough
to merely leaflet against
them.

Ta stop them having any
foothold in Rochdale we need
to physically smash them time
and time again preventing
them from polluting our
streets, dirtying our terraces
and infecting our pubs with
their anti-working class racist
garbage through fear of
strang local resistance,




The last few
months have seen
a resurgence of
interest in fighting
racism and fascism -
with the founding
of new groups

such as the Antj
Racist Alliance and
the relaunch of the
Anti Nazi League,
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The Anti Nazi League was
relaunched by the Sccialist Warkers
Party in January 1992, Why? Anti-
Faseist Action hos existed since
1985 and, having o democralic
slructure, con accommadate organi-
sotions like the SWP, But up until
Christmas, the SWP refused 1o
occepl thot the fascists were a
problem, despite having mony of
their paper sellers beaten up {some
badly). They wouldn't even sponsor
AFA’s Unity Carnival or Natienal
Demonstration Against Rocist Attacks
lost yeaor.

So, though they haven't been
involved in the anfifascist movement
since the ‘70s, rather than join on
existing, experienced arganisalion,
the SWP has set up their own. Most
of the time AFA is ignored, treoted
os if it simply doesn't exist — in fact,
the SWP claimed they organised our
march through the East End in
November 1991. Peter Hain MP, of

uu‘:ﬂlﬂg‘“

WILL THE ANL MK SUCCEED IN
REACHING OUT TO WORKING
CLASS YOUTH, OR MERELY CELERS
AND SOAP STARS?

the ANL rellaunch stated thet the
ANL would avoid the “polilics of the
punch-up” — a rather smug, potronis-
ing reference to AFA. Yel the ANL/
SWP continually cloim “we smashed
the Naxis off the streets before, we'll
do it ogain new.” The stupidity of
this approoch — of freating anti-
fascism as something thal con be
lurned on and off ot will - is
opporent, but the fact is that ihe
ANL did play an important role in
the fight agoins! fascism at o certain
stage. In thot sense it is worth
looking af ils history. As will be
seen, the ANL did not follow a
consisten! set of foctics throughout its
existence, Rather, it is as if there
were two ANLs: the early, confronta-
tional ANL and o loter, ineffective
one. The crificol question for all anti-
tascists is: which ANL will the SWP
be reviving?

By 1977 the Nafional Front
hod gained o level of support that
had to be stopped. They were
replacing the Liberols as the “third
party” in many ploces (117,000
votes in Jocal eleclions in Londen,
30,000 in Leicester elc}. They
plonned o march through Lewisham,
in south-eost london, but thousands
of anli-fascisls occupied their
assembly point, faught off the police
aftempts lo remove them, then broke
through police lines to attack the NF
march. The level of violent opposi-
lion forced the police 1o divert ond
cut short the march, ond even afier
the foscists hod been bussed out of
the areq, fighting with the police
lasted at least anather hour.

This militant confrontation wos
the “inspiralion” for the ANL,
lounched shortly afterwards. I is a
far cry from the type of antifascism
that cowers behind the palice lines
shouting obuse al the foscists as they
go about their business unhindered
- os the SWP did ot Weavers Field,
Eost london, in 1990 ond at Enfield
in 1991, Militant opposition in

Here we examine
the original ANL’s
track record and
ask what is the

new ANL up to?

1977 — good, militant opposition in
1992 - bad!

The ANL, dominated by the
SWP then as now, achieved a lot.
Alongside Rock Against Rocism, they
mobilised hundreds of thousands
agoinst the NF. By using imeginative
propagonda and campeigns
endorsed by music and sporis
personalities, they broke out of the
lefl wing “ghetio” and reached out
info the werking class, especiclly the
young,

By organising antifoscist
“squads”, the ANL was oble to
piolect its own initiotives and disrupl
the foscisls. Between 1978 and
1979 virtually every fascist march
and meeting was challenged, some
were stopped, and the foscists had
a hord time building up 1o the
Generol Election in 1979, The ANL
had also cleorly established that the
NF were @ Nazi organisation. The
Tories ployed the race cord in their
election campoign and thousands of
“soli" racists transferred their
allegiance from o discredited NF 1o
the Conservative Party. The NF vote
collopsed in the 1979 election.

The second ANL/RAR carnival,
in south london in 1978, was
imporlant, becouse the ANL leader
ship knew in advance that the NF
were going to march through the
East End — the heort of the Asion
community - on the same day, bus
refused to change their plans. The
Asian communily were abandoned
becouse the carnival was more
important, becouse the cornival
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reflected the politics of the SWP
leadership more than confronting the
fascists in working class East Landon
did.

It has somefimes been argued
that the reason for not opposing the
fascist march was to keep the “star”
sponsors, but in fact many had left
already ~ the boxer John Conteh of
all people said the ANL wos toa
violentl What it doss show is that
there was o hidden agendo in the
ANL, that of the SWP, and the SWP
was chonging.

The confrontational role of the
ARIL didn't end there, though,
bacause there was still significant
support for it on the ground. Bul
after the Genaral Eleclion the ANL,
or more accuralely the SWP, argued
that because the NF vote was
destroyed there was no need for the
ANL. The ANL staggered on for a
few years but it changed beyond all
recognition. NF marches ware
"oppased” by meefing on the other
side of town and heading in the
opposite direction, for example in
Oxford in 1980 and Blackpeol in
1982, The squads were disbanded
or expelled, and there was nothing
any of the activists could do aboul
this because there wos no infernal

Last year we in Anli-Fascist Action
{AFA} set ourselves the target of
getting the growth of fascism and
race atlacks into the public eye, as
well as challenging the fascist gangs
in an orea they claim as their own.
We hove encountered some success.
We nofe the emergence of the Anfi-
Racist Alliance, the relaunch of the
AntiNazi League {ANL), the revamp-
ing of the RCP's Workers Against
Racism and the possibility of Youth
Against Racism and Fascism as well
os the continving action of existing
groups like the Campaign Against
Racism and Fascism and the
Campaign Against Faseism in
Europe.

This widening of pariicipants in
the arena of anfifascism and anti-
racism made us consider our
response fo their existence and 1o
see if ond how we con work

together. We decided to hold a
ISSUE 2 - Spring 1992

democracy.

When eight anti-fascists from
Manchester [mainly SWP) were
joiled in 1981 for anti-fascist
aclivity, the ANL/SWP disowned
them. The backbane of the organisa-
tion was now an embarrassment.

Rather than adopt the tactics of
the ANL 1o the changes in the far
right, which was rearganising and
becoming more violent, the SWP
dishanded the ANL, Ex-ANL acfivists
who still orgonised ogainst the
fascists were now evil “squadists”
who substifuted “individual terrorism”
for “mass action”, according fo the
SWP official line. The orgument
seemed to be: mass action or
nathing, so the SWP dacided to do
nothing, justifying it by saying the
real enemy is the Tories. It was
presented as an either/or situation,
while we simply orgued - fight bothi

According fo the new
{unelected) ANL leaders, the fascists
are back and so the ANL is back -
but the new ANL hasn'l learnt the
lessons of before, and is very much
the largely ineffective post1979
version,

There are no branches, na

| democratic structure, so people are

expected 1o join an orgonisation

vSs sect

number of public meefings in an
atiempt to open the debate with
these groups.

The first of these was called for
Thursday 13th February 1992.
Speakers from Searchlight and the
ANL were invited as well as from
AntiFascist Aclion and the Brick
Lane Four Campaign. The ANL was
immediately contacted by telephone
and letter, as was the SWP, its
sponsoring organisation., Thair initic]
response was positive and local
contacts with the ANL “membership”
aka SWP indicated that they would
support the meeling. They cerainly
never opproached us to reject the
invilation. However, in true seclarion
fashion the ANL speaker failed 10
show up on the day and no indi-
vidual members attended to partici-
pote in the discussions either.

Why, we must ask oursalves,
did they decide to boycolt an
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and carry out orders from a political
parly that abandoned the anti-faseist
struggle over 12 years agal An
orgonisation that had to ring the
anfi-foscist magozine Seorchlight to
try and get same informafion on the
fascists becouse they didn't knaw
what wos happening.

The political situation has
changed, the fascisls have changed,
but the ANL won'il Nalional
Secialism is back on the ogenda -
they don't mind being called Mazis
these days. They are proud lo be
associcled with fand sometimes
trained by the new German Nazis,
the Sauth African AWE, the French
NF ond the loyalist death squads in

_?L}lorthern Iretand. The fascists have
{7goined a toe-hold in some working

class areas where they have no right
to be. If'the ANL cre going fo be
part of o campaign to drive them
out and creale the space for o
genuine working class movement o
grow, then they must learn the
lessons of the past, and they must
realise that the success of the ANT in
1978-79 period lay in its militent,
confrontational approach. The
trouble for the SWP is that they no
longer have those people who could
implement that strategy.

important meeling about o subject
they profess ta show an interest in2

A possible answer can be
postuloled when we consider their
recent behaviaur in South london,
where AFA, the ANL and local non-
aligned residents held a joint
planning meeting. This meeting
decided fa produce propaganda
bearing the nomes of AFA and ANL
as joint sponsors. Two days laler
ANL lecder and $WP member Paul
Holborrow contacted South london
AFA declaring that only the leader-
ship of the ANL could sanction such
an initiative. And they of course
rejected it compleiely, withaut giving
o reuson.

This, 1ogether with their Easl
London actians, suggests they are
less inlerested in fighting fascisls ond
Nazis than in meeting potential new
recruits, and will eynically ignore-
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any aclion thot does not meet this
seclarion criteria.

Another possibility is that they
moy be loo embarrassed and/or
opprehensive fo altend ancther
octivity in the Eost End of Londan.
Twelve doys previously the adventur-
ers of the ANL leadership hod
colled on outsiders to come info
Whilechopel for o leofleling session.
This exercise was aimed primarily of
press and media caoverage rather
than ot ergonising apposition 1o the
Nazis. The result was entirely
predicioble, and all the more
disgroceful becouse of its predict-
obility. The onfiracists were viciously
oliacked. Undeterred, the ANL
claimed this o be o “huge success”,
and denied the extent of the attacks.

We understand that al least
three incidents occurred resulling in
serious injuries requiring hospital
treatment for the victims. It was left
to a local SWP member to camment
that with that number of people on
the sireels it wos “sods’ low" that
someone would be assaulled. Ani-
Fascist Action extends its sympathy
1o the poor sods who suffered as o
result of this low. We also extend
our condemnation to the
Holborrow/Hains/Raberts cabal
who allowed this misconceived
action to proceed. All of this begs
the question “Does the SWP/ANL
require a new marlyr in the onii-
racist cause for the 1990s2”

AFA tokes the view that aclivity
.can only be undertaken when a
base has been built in an area.
Hectic and illconsidered octivity is
no substitute for building this base. I
not only leads to casualties which,
delering potentially good antifoscisis
from getting involved for feor of
being left in the lurch again. It also
boosts the confidence of the opposi-
tian.

We therefore demand that the
ANL reconsider their strategy. We
genuinely welcome every group and
individual which now recognises the
undoubted menoce posed by the
race oftockers and foscist gangs lo
the warking closs. We call on them
fo act in a principled non-sectarian
menner so that we can turn the
foscist thugs into a shabby, blood-
stained detail of hislory. AFA will
continue to hold the door of co-
operation open fo all who choase to
enter the balllefield of anti-fascism.

Fig hiir Q) fascism |
in the 1930s

Out of the Ghetio by Joe Jacobs
Phoenix Press
[Available From Fighting Tolk, price £9}

This remarkable beok is o first
hand account of the struggle against
fascism in the East £nd of London in the
1930s, writien from a revolulionary
working class perspective by someone
wha played o key role in the evenls of
the fime. The decision by Phoenix Press
1o republish it could hardly have been
more fimely, with the rise of the faright
across much of Europe and the neo-
Nazi Brifish Nafional Porly Iargeting the
Eost End as a nalional prierity.

Jacobs was a key figure in the
local Communist Party {CP) shucture — he
was secrelary of the Stepney CP af the
fime of the Bottle of Cable Street in
1936 — but he was never @ *party line”
man. Cn the contrary, he was cne af
those who faught o rearguard action
ogainsi what they saw as the CP
leadership’s opportunist relreat fram the
criical fosk of confronting fascism on the
streel. It was his intransigence on this
that led 1o his expulsion kom the party
in the lale 1930s, the delils of which
ore documentad in this baok.

Inevitobly, it is the section of the
bock dedling with the events around the
Batfe of Coble Street that will attract he
mos! altention, and righlly so. Allhough
the official communist radition in Britain
locks back on that day s o major
viclory for the pelicy of the popular
front, the fact is that at first the CP
leaders were nat at all keen to orgonise
the focal community o slap the fascists’
planned march through the heart of the
Jewish East End.

Instead, they wanted 1o go chead
wilh o planned natfional demonstalion
in Trafolgar Square in support of the
Republican side in the Spanish Civil
War, followed by a march through the
Eost End, after Mosley's fascists had
deported. In other wards, they were
prepared to let the fascists shul through
the East End unmolested. Only when
lacal party members, with Jacobs al their
head, pushed lor & militant countar-
mobilisafien did the london District CP
laadership chonge ifs line.

This maller is usually brushed aver
in the official stary. At the Fime, the
leaders justified their originol decisian
on the grounds that there was not
suflicient fime to organise o demensta-

tion big enough to stop Mesley, and they
lo say *Stop the foscists* when you
knew you couldn’t was just o provoco.
tion. They were righl obout the second
paini, of course, but they couldn’t have
been more wrong on the [irst, as Jocohs
ond his comrades knew only loo well.
They argued that the mood was right for
a confrontation, and thet if the CP did
not lead this resisionce, it would end up
discrediling itsell.

The line chenge come al the
eleventh hour, but in the lew days thal
were lell lo mobilise for the counter-
demo the local aclivists did what was
necessory: o quarler of a million came
oul, and inflicted o humilialing deleot an
the fascist movemeni.

Locking back on these evenis,
Jocobs saw them as no accident. Rafher,
it reflacted o deep division within the CP
on how 1o fight foscism. Far Jocobs,
there could be no successful antidascist
mavemen| withou! physical conlfraniafion,
and while the CP leaders paid lipservice
fo this, they were only 106 willing In
arganise noncanfrontational evenls
which let the fascists oll the hook.

These issues will have o familiar
ring Yo anyone who was invaolved in the
Anfi-Nazi league al the end of the
1970s. Despile their varbal crificisms of
the 1930s CP policy of the populer
front, the Socialist Workers Party leaders
behaved in the some way as their CP
counterparts had in the 1930s. As in the
30s, what began with militont confronia-
fion ended up with excuses lor not
cankronting the loscisls. In the ANL as in
the 1930s CP, the division wos
essentiolly the same.

Jacobs and his comrades knew
thal rheloric and propeganda stunls
were never going lo be enough 1o siop
fascism, and that onti-fascists also had 1o
confront the fascists physically if they
ware serious abaut il

As is clear from this hook, they did
not see themselves as challenging the
popular fronl so much as demanding ils
consisient implemenlation, and though
not everyone will agree with them on
this score, Joeohs' insisiance on the
centrality of mobilising the workers 1o
aclually confront the fascists, rother than
simply express their disapproval, is as
relevant today os il was in Oclober
1936. Essential reading for every anli-
fascist,

Len Holloway

HGHIING TAIK




One evening in Croydon two men
were walking home together. One
had his arm affeclionately around
the other. As they reached the British
Rail sfation concourse they were set
upon by six skinheads, It was 23
April - St Georges Day - and
unwittingly they had just walked past
a pub full of National Front mem-
bers.

Pedestrians and travellers stood
by and watched as the two “dirty
queers” were kicked and beaten 1o
the ground, while the skins
screamed abuse. Only the ticket
collectar went 1o help them, bun-
dling them both into his booth ond
summoning the police. later in
casualty they were subjected to
more homophobic abuse, this time
from fellow patients, when one tried
fo comfort the other.

The increased lavel of racist
violence in Welling after the
opening of the BNP’s headquarters
there, the grave situalion for black
people on estales in Bermondsley
and Tower Hamlets, are often
pointed to by anti-fascists. But in
each of these areas alongside the
growth of race attacks there is also
o rise in “queerbashing”,

Queerbashing is less easy lo
produce slatistics for even than race
oliacks but there are thousands of
anti-gay attacks each year, ofien
resulting in serious injury and even
death. However, normally the victim
will try ond avoid any publicity or
contoct with the police.

Bul isn't the BNP and NF's anli-
gay bigolry just o more exfreme
version of the prejudice to be found
in so much else of society? Yes, al
one level it is. But where does that
prejudice come from, what is its
cause? It is born out of @ social
system - capilalism - which has
always, to o greater or lesser
degree, discriminated agoinst
homosexuals,

For the bosses homosexuality
challenges the way they like to
maintain sacial control of society
ond reproduce the workforce which
_ they exploil, The family is used as a
woy of breaking up the warking

| closs into small units. Feeding,

| clothing and caring for the existing

| workforce and preparing the next

| .8eneration for the same fate is done

|- within the family by the workers
themselves [mainly women), not the
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From the Nazis’
concentration camps to the
streets of London today,
lesbians and gay men
have been a target of
fascist attacks. We
examine this history of

persecution

bosses. And all the time the politi-
cians, media and the church feed us
“"moral” arguments fo justify this set
up.

Lesbians and gays rock the
boal. They show thal relotionships
can be about more than simply
having kids and bringing them up.
This is a problem for the basses and
in times of economic and political
crisis, they promote “family values”
in order to help stabilise the situa-
tion.

The fascists have always
understood the importance of the
family in maintaining capitalism.
They glerify motherhood and ferility
and like to paint man as the
dominant fighter and worker for the
“super-race”. As one Nazi propo-
gandist soid in the 1930s:

“In the ideology of National
Socialism there is no room Ffor the
political woman . . . [Our} move-
ment places woman in her nalural
sphere of the fomily and stresses her
dufies as wife and mother. The
political woman, that postwar
crealure, who rarely ‘cut o good
figure” in parliomentary debates,
represents the denigralion of
women. The German uprising is o
male phenomenon.”

Or as another put it more
succinetly, "Woman . . . her duty
the recreation of the tired warrior”,

The British Third Position slogan

“Faith, family, natien” echoes the
old Hitlerite *Kirche, Kiiche und
Kinder" [Church, Kitchen and
Children).

So it is no surprise that one of
the first groups targeted by the
Nazis once they had achieved
power in 1933 were male homo-
sexuals {they regarded lesbianism as
an irrelevance). In 1928 the Nazis
had issued a statement declaring:

“Those who are’ considering
love between men or between
women are our
enemies. Anything
that emasculates our
people and that

Subject to
gruelling
physical labour

makes us fair gome and the
for aur enemies we d
reject, becouse we Mmurderous

know that life is o
struggle ond that it is
insanity o believe that
all human beings will
one day embrace
each other as
brothers.”

Right from the
begining of Hitler's
regime a conviclion
for o homosexual offence guaron
teed o trip to a concentration camp,
The antigoy legislation already in
place - Paragraph 175 of the
German penal code - wos quickly
odded to and the criminal police set

Conlinued over

brutality of the
guards, four-
fifths of the
“pink triangles”
died within a
year of being
sent fo a camp
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up o special deportment, the Reichs-
Centre for the Fight Against Homo-
sexuality and Abartion. The nome
olone illustrates the link in Nazi
thinking between homophobic and
the question of reproduction. A kiss,
even eye confact, become o felony
and ance o pink triangle wos
stilched onto his prison uniform o
gay mon's prospects were bleck
indeed. As one historion put it:

“Inside the concentration camp,
mere suspicion wos enough fo label
a prisoner os homasexual and thus
expose him to denigrotian, general
suspicion and special dongers.”

No one inside o cemp would
ossist a gay prisoner, no one
outside would dare contoct or visit
one. They were generally cansidered
fo be in the lowest colegory —
“"asocials” — below palifical prisoners
and criminals, and were subjected
to gruelling physical labour and the
murderous brulality of the guards.
Fourfifths of the “pink triangles”
died within o yeoar of being sent fo
a comp.

We don't know how many goy
prisoners there were in lofal —
probably about 10,000, maybe as
many as 15,000. This is ¢ small
number compared lo the horrific
sloughter of the lews of Eurape, but
their systematic persecution and
suffering is still o hideous erime by
any standards, and one often left
out of accounts of the camps.

Britain, the USA and the Soviet
Union, the countries which liberated

the few survivors, all regorded
homasexuclity as @ criminal offence
too, ond it would conlinue to be ane
in both East and West Germany for
ancther twenly years. As a conse-
quence no surviving homosexual
prisoner received compensafion for
the war crimes commitled ogoinst
them.

The left hos had @ very poor
record of support for the rights of
lesbions and goy men in recent
times. Ironically, one of the reasons
for this is that goy-baiting was
considered a handy propoganda
weopan against the Nozis in
Germany and elsewhere by both
social democrats and Stolinists. 1)
was an open secret that @ number
of key Mozis, such as Rahm and
other leoders of the SA, were
homasexual {mony of them perished
duiing the Night of the Long Knives,
30 June 1934).

The Stalinists, in particulor, who
by then idealised the fomily ond
motherhood, had recriminolised
homosexuality in the Sovie! Unien in
1934. They tried to score cheap
points agaoins! the fascists in this
way. As the Stalinist Maxim Gorkii
said af the ime:

“In the fascist countries homo-
sexuality, which ruins the youth,
Hourishes without punishment; in
every couniry where the pralefariot
has audaciously achieved social
power hamosexuality hos been
declared o sociol crime and is
heavily punished.”

This was in complete conlrasi jo
early slalements by Sovie! sexolo-
gists such as Doclor Grigerii Botkis,
who cedified the Bolsheviks' op-
proach 1o homosexuality in 1923:

“"Concerning homosexuality,
sodomy, and various ather forms of
sexual gralification, which are set
down in European legislation as
offences ogainst public morality —
Soviet legislation treats these exacily
the some as socolled ‘natural’
intercourse. All forms of sexual
intercourse are privale maters.”

The foct thot the labour move-
ment in Germany had fought
unreservedly ogainst Paragroph 175
since the 1860s is now largely
forgotten. In Britain the old Stalinist
position that hamosexuality is o
devialion coused by capitalism was
held by many in the labour move-
ment until the birh of groups such

os the Gay Liberalion Front in the
1970s, and by some until much
later

Mony lesbion and goy aciivists
are taking o stand against foscism,
Some have been octively invalved in
supporting AFA in recen! months,
The london bosed group QutRagel
hod a siall at the Unity Cornival,
members of the Brick Lane picket
ond o banner on the 10 November
demonstration in the Eost End. They
had o large end militant contingent
al the picket of le Pen outside
Choring Cross Hotel loo and are
now affilialed 1o london AFA.

However, there are some who
see anlifuscism as an issue for the
“straight [eft”, not for them. We can
ond must convince them that they
are wrang. We must encourage
those who do suppart us to get more
involved. And we must not farget
that AFA has lesbion ond goy
members alieady, though they may
not all be open about their sexuolity.
Amongst ather things this meons we
must not lalerate homophobia, nat
only queerbashing by fascisi thugs,
but the “everyday” prejudice found
in o hospital waiting room oo,

On the Oclober picket of the
BMNP's Brick lone poper sale on anfi-
foscisi started shouting onligay
abuse at Tyndall and his goons.
One goy member of AFA said
alterwards that despile being angry
at this he did not have the conlfi-
dence lo challenge it there. The
individual was challenged [by o gay
man} and stopped shouting this
rubbish.

Cleorly AFA cannat ond should
nol vel every person who ottends s
events o see if they are pro- or anti-
goy. All antifoscists ore welcome lo
loke port in our activilies. Bui all
AFA members have o duty 1o
lesbion ond goy anfifascists not to
tolerate open, homophobic behav-
iour. That means siraight comrodes
toking it up if it oceurs,

AFA is commitied o loking this
fight seriously. By clearly standing
cgoinst alf the bigotry ond lies
spread by the fascists we can swell
the ranks of antifoscists with new
loyers of militants. We urge lesbions
and gay men who are agains
fascism 1o fight alongside us ond we
commit ourselves 1o help them in this
way towards fiberalion.

Som Lowry
FIGHTING TALK
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CABLE STREET BEAT REVIEW
Reclaiming the skinhead
B tradition

The fascist skinhead has become part of the left’s mythology.
CSB takes a look at a new book by George Marshall, which
cuts through the myths fo give a more balanced account of

“Spirit of ‘69" is about working
class youth, having o crack. It's also
about what happens when the lef fails
to identify its inferests with working
class youth, and about how the space
that opens up gets filled.

The book’s purpose is to recloim
the skinheod tradition from the hands
of the far right and the gutter press.
As George Marshall puls it “Here in
Brilain, we are slot

ted in nicely somewhere between
devil

degs, Englond fons and serial kil
ers in the tabloid scare story league,
and things aren't much different in
any other cauntry.”

Along the way, Marshall gives us
some brilliontly wrilten portraits of the
'60s skinhead scene, and of a skin's

ska'and Qi scenes. Noone reading Tightan
Up will heve any doubls about where i
slands. Tn Tssue 7, thoy ‘write:

 "When '| first read the ‘news ubout

‘need .-, - There wasn't ‘ona mention of
SHARP ar the fm:l thu! most skms are nat
_Nc:zns

If carries reviews cmd mlumaws wuih
upand-coming ska bands like Bakesy's
Midday Jaggers {who describe their influ-
ences as sireiching from ska Io De Lo Soul
~'and are well worth-a lisfen} as well as

‘up-front. of Ihe skeal/Ol bunds on the
scena).:

- Tighten Up is well wnrth ‘@ read cnd

Trghfen Upisone DF the sharpast funzmes_-_ '
around right now, devated mainly to lhe

““all skinhaads".
Skrewdriver’ ‘being airested in Germany, |
was jubilant. But then " started thinking,
this:is ;usl the sorf of. pub[lcﬂy [skins] don't -

Red London ‘and Red Alart [still the rhost °

you gel p|clure of lhe sktn scane which.

skinhead culture

eye view of the Summer of love, where
“middle class youngsters everywhere
said goodbye to the real world and
storted turning on, tuning in and drap-
ping out [mon}. Well, at least until
Daddy found them a plum job ot the
office anyway.”

Marshall pinpoints the real birth of
the skinhead style in the emergence of
gang meds or hard mods, who re-
ploced smart suils wilh shirt, jeans and
boots, and whose hair “proceeded 1o
go down the barber’s scale from four
to one.” What hoppened next gives
the lie to the “skinheads ore racist”
bullshit which is occepted from the
News of the World to an Stuart
Donaldson:

“Young white mods soon became
regulor visitors to the blues parties and

'Fanzmes —ours ond fhelrs-i-}'

is ‘about workang closs pnde and gcmd.

music, not gluedup bonehaads who think
they're_the master race..

Last Chance on the ‘ofber.; hund s c:'
© cheap Nazi rag that ries 1o tall usil's for
‘All the bands inferviewed .
‘or reviewed -are fusqsf/Blood and Hon-
owr barnds. The editor is a selfconfessed
‘Mazi = “Alex from Chelmsford” whe i
also one of the halfwils who make up "
Battezone. In issue 10, Alex seems o

friterview himsalf:

“I suppose thal wa could be Iubailed a

racist, fascist, righ! wing band. And redlis-
I|ca||y that’s whal we are. As for as music
is concerned, | don't know how we would
class our music .

Well, ‘Alax, we could starl wﬂh
unlistanable shitell

‘One good thing about Last Chancs is
that it prints lyrics from “nationalisi” bands.

In issue @, you get to read how Grade

illegal drinking holes that could be
found in North Kent, Sheffield, Bir-
mingham, Bristol and areas of London
like Notting Hill and Brixton. It gave
them a chance to hear the very lotest
sounds and this in turn brought them
into regular contact with black youths.”
The best of Marshall's book is his
description of early skin styles - the
Charlie George style mutton chops,
steel toe-copped boots with the meial
tip exposed, and “eight or ten hole
boots and none of this boots vp to
your armpils nonsense thal cought on
after punk.” The joys of lerrace rucks
are touched on as well, with Marshall
noifing the hypoerisy of the media:
“Mast of the answers 1o the trou-
ble at football from a supposedly cor-
Continued over

*Smash -our enamies with the
mighty hammer of Ther*..Toa many Mar-
" vel comics, lads. In issua 10 we find Vio-
" lent Storm who aren't s6 confident, felling
* us_that “the nightmare has begun” and

*Ihe reds are getling stonger”. Vidlent
--Slorm huve nbvmus[y run m[o AFA olong
the way.

Last Chancé u|50 gives us Paul Burnley
~“of ‘No -Remerse, in an “indeplh® inler-
view, Here ore Paul's views an Odinism:

*Well, | think_that there is a lot in

“One will -

= Odinism -that js"good for the cause but

when it is laken to fhe extreme, like donc-
] round the flra wdh no. clulhes on-ond
Thcmks Paul:
'Lasi Charice is worth nicking for @ laugh.
More imporiarity {and bear this in mind,
Mere M) those who sell it and those who

. =-:siock it are fair game. Last Chance? | lhmk

you ve blown it.

-T:ghl‘en Up-is available from:
1 Shah Place, Ramsgale, Kent CT77 7QD
150p plus 50p poslage)
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ing society were more viclent thon the
problem itself. Whip them. Bring bock
National Service, get some discipline
back into their lives. Great stuff. Noi
on the lerraces please boys. Save it
for the trenches.”

Marsholl takes us rapidly through
the seventies, with bonds like Slode
jumping on the skin bandwoggan, and
the “Clockwork Orange” culls, which
led 1o “small ermies of dreogs who
turned up in white boiler suits.”

lis the late ‘70s thoi couse Marshall
problems, though. He's clear enough
about the bullshit ond hype which waos
“punk”:

“Punk wos never any spontaneous
street rebellion mode good . . . More
like o weekend exercise in shock, cour-
tesy of the oh so trendy fashion and
art colleges. And all this a million miles
owoy from the snotty nosed kids in
their snorkel coots, toa busy booting a
ball about o sprawling council estate
lo lead o charge of the punk brigade.”

He's clear also that what he calls
sireet punk, bands like Shom 69, Cock
Sparrer ond Menace, were o positive
alternative. The problem for the scene
ot this time was simple:

“A lot of the skinheads whao fol-
lowed Sham and the other street punks
bonds supporied the National Frent
ond the British Mavement.”

Morsholl suggests thot Sham 69
were wrong o ploy o Rock Agoinst
Racism gig as a response to the growth
of forright aclivity amongst their fol-
lowing. The fact thot Sham tied their
colours “to the RAR flagpole” led di-
rectly, accarding to Marshall, to the
Brilish Movementled oftack on Iheir
farewell gig ot the Rainbow.

Marshall repeats this analysis later,
when he looks of the Oi movement.
He recognises the importance of Oi:

“For probobly the first lime ever,
the people on the stage really were
the some as the people on the dance-
floor.” Working closs bands oddress-
ing o warking class audience, “havin'
a laugh end hovin’ a say.”

Most of the bands had lille or no
conneclion with the far right. Their
songs were obou! issues which any
sociolist could [or should) agree with
= The Gonads' “Jobs not Jails”, the
Business’ "Employers Blacklist” — but
the for right were in the ares, and
bands like Lost Resont, with songs like
"Britoin’s Nel Dead” and Combot B4,
whose singer Chubby Chris wos an
open foscist, were prepared 1o pave

the woy. When the Business, the Lasl
Resort ond the 4.Skins played the
Hamborough Tovern in Southall in July
‘81, local Asian youth, focing an in-
flux of Sieg-Heiling thugs, burned the
pub fo the ground.

Marshall's problem is that he Ireals
the farces invalved with Oi as political
innocents and blames the Asian com-
munily for ever-reacting, But the facts
speck for themselves. Bands like The
Elite ond Combot 84 were openly
Nazi. The 4-Skins' manager Gory
Hitchcock was on ex-British Movement
member. leoding light of the BM,
Nicky Crane, wos on the cover of the
“Strength Thro' Of" LP.

In dealing with Qi, and with the far
right's ottempts 1o infillrate the skin
scene in general, George Marshall is
never more than half right, but the
foult isn't his.

When Shom played for Rock

Marshall’s problem is
that he treats the forces
involved with Oi as
political innocents and
blames the Asian
community for over-
reacting

Against Racism, the Sociolist Workers
Party said “thanks” and left the band
to face the bocklash en their own. So
Marshall concludes thot Shom were
wiong to un the risk at all. The truth is
thot Sham were right to follow the
courage of their convietions, ond the
left was guilty of urning o blind eye to
the consequences.

With Qi, things fock a turn for the
warse — foced with a movement of
working class youth, the left opted out
of the battle for their hearts and minds,
concluding that Of was “mindless
music for an equally mindless audi-
ence, and everyone remolely con-
nected with the movement was
branded a racist”, which let the fos-
cists moke all the running.

Marshall tells us that “Oi ended up
being doubed with o massive big
swostika and the music indusiry
couldn'l distance itself quick enough.”
He’s correct, ond he's right also when
he details the extent o which the bes!
of the bands fought agoinst this, with
Infa Rict and the Business playing Oi
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Against Rocism gigs, and the 4-Skins
offering to arrange on anti-racisl oig
in Southall.

Marsholl's onalysis of the strengih
of the far-right amongst sections of the
working closs youth is spoton. “While
virually everyone else was condemn-
ing football hooligonism and ather
skinhead pastimes, the Young National
Front hailed them as terrace worriors
ond published o regulor league of
Louts feature in Bulldog. Here wos o
party that didn‘t 1alk at you, but talked
lo you, ond didn’t look dewn at you,
but trealed you os the creom of British
youth,”

Marshall's anolysis is lawed despite
this becouse he's been let down by a
gulless, middle class left so offen he
ends up thinking it's wiong even when
i's been right, ond blaming i for sins
it's not guilty of. He tells us thot
Skrewdriver turned fo the right because
anti-fascists kept on getting their gigs
concelled: *With nowhere 1o go and
no media publicity, Skrewdriver turned
lo the only friends they had lek, the
Notional Fronl.”

He's sickened by the growlh of the
White Noise ond Blood and Honaur
movements, and gled for the brief al-
ternalive posed by the Hard As Noils
fanzine, the ska revival and the bur-
geoning scooter scene. When he lalks
of the attack on o Desmand Dekker
gig of Great Yormouth by 30 NF skins
os showing “how for sections of the
skinheod cult had diifted from their
rools. If the original skinheads hod
hod their way, Desmond Dekker's birth-
doy would have been a national holi-
day,” you know that Marshall is on
the side of the ongels.

His problem, and the problem of
both the Spirit of ‘69 and his regulor
Skinhead Times, is that the foilure of
the left to deliver the goods hos left
him with lifile but the hope that “maybe
the day will come when skinheads
will once again leave poitics outside
when they go 1o gigs ond dances,
and maybe petty politicions who do
all the mouthing and then lead fram
the back, will find some other mugs to
fight their baitles.”

The trouble is, these doys the poli-
tics which gels injected into the skin
scene all oo often comes from the
right. What's necessary is the forging
of & warking cluss antifascist left that
won't buck the ballles chead, that
won't pul up with bands like Skrew—
driver peiforming shit like “While
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Power”, and will lead from the frant in
every baitle, big or small, whether it
be driving Nazis out of ska gigs or
fighting for the rights of the unem-
ployed, stopping Blood and Honour
gigs or resisfing anti-union laws.
“Spirit of ‘69" is in many ways @
greo! book. |t is o tribute 1o the crea-
tivity of generations of working cluss

kids, from the hard mods, through
Sham, the TwoTone scene 1o the
scooter kids of today. Marshali tells us
that “Skinhead has olwoys stoad for
pride in yourself, pride in your town,
pride in your class.”

What we can't forget is that “pride
in your closs” means taking on thosa
like tan Stuart Doncldsan and thase
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like Tyndall and Edmands wha stand
behind them, because their loyalties
are lo another closs, the bosses who
shit on us everyday. “Pride in your
closs” is nothing unless it means figh-
ing for the real interests of your class
against those who'd sell those inter-
esls out.

Nick Stone

Si'reet Pix

> s : :
Top: 31 January Bhundu Boys and Oyster Band
benefit for AFA/CSB in Hackney

e Bottom: Hacknay

"3 Unity Carnival,
B8] September 1991

ISSUE 2 — Spring 1992




14

After the débécle of Thamesmead, on
Solurdoy 24th August 1991 on anfisacist
march, called by the Nalional Block Cau-
cus ond supporled by the Society of Black
Lowyers, wandered from Peckhom through
Comberwell aleng the Old Kent Road and
into Southwark Park, Bermondsey. The
march alracted some 300 people. No
real effort was pul into building for a lorge
principled oppasition o the racists and/or
the fascists who have been operating in
Sauth Llondon. Effectively the largest group
working in this arec are AnfiFoscist Ae-
tion [AFA}). We were nejther informed of
the march nor invited fo any planning
mealings. In conirast to this exclusion of
AFA was the invilofion 1o the police to
attend the slewards meefing {they oc-
cepted)! These decisions defy all logic!

If invited 1o planning meelings AFA
wauld have argued ogainst having such
an event al thot fime. Despite this posifion
AFA decided that it should have a pres-
ence on ihe morch in order 1o have an
influence on any fulure activifies hatched
up by the incompelenis of the Mationel
Black Caucus. In the event the AFA contin-
gent was fhe lorgest to oilend.

All the rumours of various groups
being politicised and turning up an masse
lo supparl the iniliafive turned out 1o be
the prediclable hot air thai the National
Black Caucus seem o specialise in. There
were very few members of the local com-
munities present. This was a direct result
of the lack of planning, lack of publicity
and lack of vision that had typified the
{misjorganisafion of this demonstrafion.

As the march progressed there were
canslant rumours about groups of fascists
and racisks wailing on the Old Kent Road.
They olways seemed 1o be exoggeroted,
and the stewards either confributed o them
ar ignored them, being hoppy to lel the
march straggle aul far too loasely for sale-
Iy's soke.

However, on turning inlo the esiales
it was immediately apporent thal the ru-
mours in fact grossly underestimoted bath
the number and quality of people appas-
ing the march. The sireels were alive with
paople, with groups of up Io sixly voicing
their very mililan! cpposition fo the march.
As the march reached Southwark Park il
was confronted with almost the entire popu-
lation of the surrounding esioles leaning
fram balconies and lining the sireets, com-
plete with Union Jack flags, shouting abuse
ot the “invaders”.

As the march slarled to enter the
park further progress was prevented by o
waove of some 300 racisls storming ocioss
the park towards us. This was bad, but
worse waos 1o come as two lurther waves
af abaut the same numbers also charged
aeross ta join their compatriots. Fortunctely
they did not attack the march. However,
thera is no doubt that the vast majority of
the counter-demonsiratars were willing and

Those who wish to lead a serious
offensive against racism and fascism on
the streets and estates of London cannot
afford to be casual about building grass
rocts support. Bermondsey shows what
can happen when this is not done

oble to physicolly oppose the demonsia-
fien. Equally there is no doubt thal the vas!
majority of the demonsiralors were both
unwilling and unable 1o defend themselves.
As the threat become more apporent the
march slewards formed up halding hands,
with their backs to the racists and foced
the demonstralors — see no evil and there
is no evill

The organisers then began demand-
ing tha! the racists be remaved kam the
park, claiming that the palice had reneged
an their promises, How can they sariausly
expect those thal they purpor! to oppose
fo either make promises in good faith ar
fo hanour those promises once things be
gin to go wiong - particularly given that
the mas| consisten! chant on the march
was “Who ore the racists - the police are
the racisk*? Yet onather proof Ihal the
Nationat Black Caucus exists on a plonet
completely separate from the rest of us.

The extra-terrestrial influence wos
ogain disployed when it was onneunced,
from the roof of a minibus whilst we were
sill ‘under siege, thal the march was a
success and thot it would be repected
before the end of the year. The only suc:
cess thal could be envisaged al this stage
wos gelting oul of the area solely. Any
realisiic analysis must conclude that march
was a completz and abject failura.

Surveying the local skeels ond shop-
ping areas in the alierncon and evening
reinforce this viaw. Asian pnd block shop-
keepers ware seen in their shops looking
out through pulleddown shutters into the
area whete they live and work, in feor of
the consequences of this adventure. These
fears weie redlised as the day progressed
and the block end Asian working closs
residents and workers in the oreo sutfered
verbol and physical abuse to themselves,
their cars, their shaps, their homes and
their bodies. This, while the middle class
leadership of the National Black Coucus
and Sociely of Black Lawyars scuitled back
1o their comforioble oress. Instead of unit-
ing the residents around the class they

were split on the basis of colour.

What was the reaction of the press
io the demonstroficn? For the most pan
they found #l inexplicable and chose 1o
ignore if. Those thal menkaned I, in con-
iros! lo normal praclice, over esfimaled
the number of antivacists, and, in keeping
wilh netmal praclice, minimised the threal
posed by the racists.

The local popers opened their letler
colymns Io the pecple of Bermondsey, ond
mosl writers expressed views in suppart of
the caunter-demonstration and against the
ontics of those who called the march.

The SWP in o paragraph hidden
owoy in their paper offered the opinion
thal it was o minor defeal. Anfiracists,
having sat the limelable of events, had the
opportunity lo work for as long as they
needed, but anly mobilised 300. The fas-
cists of the BINP were able, in o few days,
to mobilise o whole working class esiate
to their side. If the SWP’s posifion is really
to lcke the sociolist struggle to the fabour
movemen! and inspire the warking class
then the day's events can of best be de-
scrihed os the portent of a major disaster.

Brilish Nationalis, the BNP paper,
cffered the view thal il was a viclory for
them and for the working class of
Bermondsey. In this onalysis they are half
correc); it was a viclory for the BNP, bul it
was a deor deleat for the working class,
a defeal suffered at the hands of the march
orgonising commiflee.

We should have no illusions about
the evenls of 24th August. it was o major
disaster. It has set back the work AFA is
doing in South Lendon appreciably. Ta ke
successhl any demonstration has ko in-
volve the local community baih during the
event itsell ond at its organisational slages.
This was never done. No alempl wos
made to conlocl communily groups, lo-
baur mavement or pdlitical groups, work-
ers, or residents of Bermondsey. Tha resull
wos hordly surprising.

The BNP are nal as noive os groups
nol acfively involved in anli-fascisi struggle
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like the National Black Caucus, SWP, elc
would have us believe. They did produce
propaganda that aleried local people and
called on them to “protect Bermondsey
against invasion”. They did nof, in the
leed up to the day, play the race card -~
they had no need to. The unsublle propa-
ganda af the Natienal Black Caucus had
dlready identfified all white people in the
area as racist supporlers of the raceat-
lackers.

The BNP had no need 1o add any-
thing more to their messoge until the march
starled. By then they held all the cards
and were able to win support on the basis
of being the controllers of the streets, the
group that empowered workers enabling
them 1o exercise influence in their oreas.
The BNP are truthiully able ta say that hey
chivvied a ragbag march along the streets
of South London, confined it to a dismal
comner of a park, conlained it untit they
got bored and then pushed it out of the
area.

Tha march should have gone through
working class areas ond esloles with a
message to unile the class. However, os
wih many things the practice needs a
il mare thought, a fitle more planning,
and a lot more than merely announcing a
demonstration, publishing a route and skoll-
ing olong on a march.

To effectively combat fascism and/
or racism a full campaign must be
lounched. Mot isolaled, possibly well-
infenlionad, avenis. AFA's posilion has
always been fa argue against the “public-
ity slunts” of "gesture” palifics. A salilary
march cannot be described as o com-
poign though it could be the prelude to a
compaign. Bul no campaign was inlimaled
pricr 1o the march, nor fo the participants
on the day. Nor hos one emerged in the
waeks following the march. But iF there is
no campaign planned what, then, are the
matives for the march?

Is it that the crgainsers knew of the
likely response? Maybe they had taken
heed of our posilion - thal despite the
relatively low numbers of active fascists
their potential strength is enormous. Per-
haps the strategy was o lift the stone and
lock at the maggots. If so, na thought was
given lo the consequences, to the number
aof maggots exposed. No one considered
that the maggots might decide to accupy
two sfones ence they had been disturbed.
if this is wuly the reason then it smacks of
the revolutionary tourist faetion of political
acfivity ~ unlenable and indefensible.

Were the molives more sinister? Ru-
mours abound that the National Black
Coucus and the Seciety of Black Lawyers
are keen Io increase their stale funding.
Cleatly o do this they need fo have a
high profile. Numerous aclivities in the
public eye suil this strategy, whilst the more
orduous planning and street level work o
good campaign needs has too low a vis-
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ibility level 1o aliract funds.

Or, more likely, were the motives
political noivety? Perhaps the middle class
leadership of tha NBC and 58L do nat
knaw how warking class eslates operale.
Perhaps they did not know that these par-
ficular estotes ware predominantly white
and racist with an hislorical conneclion 1o
the far right.

i is abundanily clecr that these peo-
ple do not recognise fascists. They skl live
in the late 19703 and early BOs whers it
was far easier {Ihough never iok:lﬂy accu-
rale] fo say that all fascisls are skinheads
and all skinheads are fascists. Nowadays
it is dangerous lo make those assump-
tions,

The BNP, the National Front, and
the Brilish Movement are not predominantly
composed of skinheads ond the anfi-fos-
cist mavement does include a significant
number of skinheads. The organisers and
stewards were visibly shocked thai the
oppanents were casvals and complelely
nonplussed that o number of AFA sup
porters were skinheads.

Regardless of lhe matives behind the
schemes of groups like the National Black
Coucus it is clear they have neither the
political analysis, the base in the commu-
nity nor the willingness to develop a base
thraugh grass roots watk.

After August 24th AFA represenio-
fives were invited o a number of local
meelfings to debate the merits of another
similar march through the same area. For-
tunately AFA has more credibility and more
logic than the odventurers who wani a
repeot showing, and we were able to
isolate the supporiers of a follow-up march.
Our view is that no mara events should be
altempted without fiest doing gross reots
wark on the local estales and sireels, and
without invelving a wide seclion of the
community in building for it.

AFA is aclive in South Landon and is
prepared lo assist with building o cam-
paign with realislic and achievable objec.
lives. If the lassons of Bermondsey are
learned and tanslaled into o warkable
srategy then AFA would show support
and encourage people fo allend.

However, the end 199] sgw the
Maotional Black Caucus threatening fo in-
vite Farrakan 1o this country on the grounds
that “if they can invite a white racisi [Le
Pen] then we can invite Forrokan®. And
1992 has seen the reemergence of a pro-
pasal that everyone hoped was pure rheto-
ric « to march on Bermondsey aogain.
Again it is thought this can ba done with-
aut any work in the communily. Again it
will fail. Again the responsibility will fie
with pure polifical opportunists. We nead
no more evidance of their failure o grasp
the realifies of broadbased anli+acist anli-
fascist work. No support shauld be given
to these opportunisiic miscanceived advan-
lures.

Nl
FASCIST
ACTION

London Anh-Fascist Action will be
inviting other graups with the
same, or similar aims and
abjectives to curselves to a
meating in April with a view to
re-launching the national
network.

If your group is not listed below
and you would like to either
attend the meefing or be kept in
touch with othar groups through-
out the counhry please contact
London AFA as soon as possible.

London AFA
BM 1734, London WCIN 3XX
Birmingham AFA

PO Box 2414, Handswaorth,
Birmingham 821 OTZ

Brighton AFA
c/o london AFA

Cardiff AFA
PO Box 368, Cardiff, Wales
CF2 15Q

Cleveland AFA

Box 13, c/o St Mary’s Centre,
Corporation Road,
Middlesborough, Cleveland

Daerby CARF
PO Box 70, Darby DE1 9IwW

Exeter AFA
c/o The Flying Post, 1

Parlioment Street, Exater

Glasgow AFA
PO Box 260, Glasgow,
Scolland Gt 58X

Hearts AFA
c/o london AFA

Leeds AFA
Box 151, 52 Call Lane, leeds
LS2 &6DT

Laicestar AFAR
c/o leicester TC, Secular Hail,
Humberstone Gale, Leicester

Manchester AFA
PQ Box 57, 50O Manchester
M20 BWG

Tyne and Wear Anti-
Fascist Association

c/o The Clath Market,
MNewcasile-upan-Tyne NE1 1EA

York AFA
c/o York University Students
Union, Goodrich Callege, York
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Trade vunion and

trades council affiliations fo
London Anti-Fascist Action:

Camden Trades Council
Lambeth Trades Union Council
Southwark Trades Council
Tower Hamlets Trades Council

TGWU Region 1 {london & South Easl)

Central london ACTS 1/524

Hackney ACTS/TGWU 1/477

ACTS/TGWU 1/1148
Hackney Teachers Association
Middlesex Hospitol COHSE
Newham NALGO

Newinglon TGWU 1/1255
Redbridge NALGO

Senale House NALGO

Tower Hamlets CPSA

Cardiff MSF 351

Sheffield General COHSE 1254

o GATPAIGN AGAINST
- RACISM & FASCISM

AntiFascist Action {AFA] has always
said that fascism can only be fought
effectively from a working class per
spective. To understand Foscism, it is
necessary fo see the class nature of
these movements, and the class inter-
ests that underlie their message of race
hate, male domination, goy bashing
and red-baiting. Foscism poses a threat
to the entire working class, black and
white, women and men, straight and
gay.

Whenever fascism gets into
power, the first target for its sharp-
ened knives has been the organised
working closs - the trade unions and
the working closs parties. Any anli-
capitalist rhetoric is dropped as the
leaders get on with their real tosk -
rescuing capilalism.

Fascism gims lo divide the work-
ing class in order 1o crush it. But united,
the working class hos unstoppable
strength; so long as it brings that

Group rates

Political arganisations £50.00 p.a.
Trade union branches £20.00 p.a.
Student unions £20.00 p.a.
Community groups  £10,00 p.a.

SEARCHLIGHT
THE INTERNATIONAL
ANTI-FASCIST MONTHLY

Price: £1.50
Subscriptions {1 year):
Individuals £18.00; {Congassions £13);
organisalians £26

Searchlight Magazine Lid.,
378 New Cavendish Street,
London WM 8IR

Prrce SOp

Avdilable from:
" CARF
BM Box 8784
london WCIN 3XX

strength to beaor, fascism will be
beaten. The worklng class needs unity
in aclion.

AFA is mindful of Ihls Thnnkfu”y,
so are o growing number of trade
union activists and bronches. AFA
speakers hove oddressed a large
number of union meetings in the pas!
few months, and the compoign o in-
crease the role of unions within AFA
is gaining momentum.

We welcome offiliafions from lo-
bour mavement organisations and also
from individuals committed to taking
pert in that struggle. If your union

branch has already offilioted to AFA, -

turn thot offiliation into active partici-
pation. If it hosn't, make sure it does
by the time the next issue of Fighting
Talk appears.

Send cheques, payable fo Anti-
Fascist Action, to our box number and
we will keep you informed of future
meetings and aclivities.

Individual rates

Supporter rale £10.00 p.o.
Woaged member £10.00 p.a.
Unwoged member £5.00 p.a.



